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Wrocław, Poland, July 31, 2009

The Seventh International Olympiad in Linguistics (IOL) just finished. This year, two gold, eight silver and twelve bronze medals were awarded in the individual contest. The two gold medals went to participants from Bulgaria and Poland. In the team contest, the USA won the first prize, Korea won the second prize, and Russia (Moscow) the third one. The Moscow team was also awarded a separate cup for accumulating the largest average number of points in the individual contest. More detailed results can be viewed on the 7th IOL’s website.
The event took place in Wrocław, Poland from July 26 to July 31 and was hosted by the University of Wrocław. A total of 23 teams from 17 countries participated. Four of these (Australia, Ireland, Great Britain, India) participated for the first time, joining the returning participants. The local organizing committee was chaired by Michał Śliwiński from the University of Wrocław.
The international problem committee, headed by Todor Tchervenkov of the University of Lyon in France, prepared a set of six problems for the event. Five of these, featuring Sulka (New Guinea), Bamana, Maninka, Burmese, Old Indic and Nahuatl, were assigned to the individual participants on July 27. Each of the 86 participants had 6 hours to work on these problems. On July 29, the team contest involved one problem in which students had to decipher several texts in Vietnamese. All the problems can be downloaded from 7th IOL’s website.
IOL problems are self-contained: neither knowledge of any language (except for the solver’s mother tongue) nor any training in linguistics is required to solve them. Each problem features some interesting linguistic phenomena of the particular language. The IOL is one of the science Olympiads for secondary school students held around the globe. Sweden, the United States, and Slovenia have put in bids to host future IOLs.
